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"To destroy or seize the enemy's property, unless

such destruction or seizure be imperatively

demanded by the necessities of war".
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"except where such destruction is rendered

absolutely necessary by military operations".
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”The prohibition of destruction of property
situated in occupied territory is subject to an
important reservation: it does not apply in cases
'where such destruction is rendered absolutely

necessary by military operations'. The occupying

forces may therefore undertake the total or partial

destruction of certain private or public property in

the occupied territory when imperative military

requirements so demand. Furthermore, it will be
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for the occupying power to judge the importance

of such military requirements. It is therefore to be

feared that bad faith in the application of the
reservation may render the proposed safeguard
valueless; for unscrupulous recourse to the
clause concerning military necessity would allow
the occupying power to circumvent the prohibition

set forth in the convention. The occupying power

must therefore try to interpret the clause in a

reasonable manner: whenever it is felt essential

to resort to destruction, the occupying authorities

must try to keep a sense of proportion in

comparing the military advantages to be gained

with the damage done .” [T1pP2 [I°R NW3TAT]
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