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All persons deprived of their liberty shall be treated with
humanity and with respect for the inherent dignity of the

human person.
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Governments shall ensure that persons deprived of their liberty are
held in officially recognised places of custody, and that accurate
information on their custody and whereabouts, including
transfers, is made promptly available to their relatives and

lawyer or other persons of confidence.
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An officia up-to-date register of all persons deprived of their liberty
shall be maintained in every place of detention. Additionaly, each
State shall take steps to maintain similar centralised registers.
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In every place where prisoners are imprisoned there shall be
kept a bound registration book with numbered pages in which
shall be entered in respect of each prisoner receved:
Information concerning his identity; The reasons for his
commitment and the authority therefore; The day and hour of his
admission and release;

No person shal be received in an institution without a valid
commitment order of which the details shall have been previously
entered in the register.
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Promptly after arrest and after each transfer from one place of
detention or imprisonment to another, a detained or imprisoned
person shall be entitled to notify or to require the competent
authority to notify members of his family or other appropriate
persons of his choice of his detention or imprisonment or of his

transfer and of the place where heis kept in custody.
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The requirement that arrest books be open to the public isto prevent

any "secret arrest”, aconcept odious to democratic society.
Morrow v. District of Columbia, 417 F. 2" 728 (1969), 741-742.
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