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Family life must be respected as far as possible.

(Henckaerts J.M. Doswald-Beck L. Customary International
Humanitarian Law. Vol I: Rules. ICRC (2005). pp. 379-383).
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The elderly, disabled and infirm affected by armed conflict are entitled
to special respect and protection.

(J. Henckaerts and L. Doswald-Beck, Customary International Humanitarian
Law (Vol. 1, 2005) p. 489).
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Older persons should benefit from family and community care and
protection in accordance with each society's system of cultural values.

(United Nations Principles for Older Persons, G.A. Res. 46/91, U.N. GAOR,
46th Sess., 74th plen. mtg., Annex 1, U.N. Doc. A/RES/46/91 (1991), Article
10)

The General Assembly... urges the support of national initiatives on
ageing in the context of national cultures and conditions, so that...
families are supported in providing care and all family members are
encouraged to cooperate in caregiving.

(Proclamation on Ageing, G.A. res. 47/5, 47 U.N. GAOR Supp. (No. 49) at
13, U.N. Doc. A/47/49 (1992), Article 2.Kk).
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The social importance of the elderly in family life cannot be
underestimated. The family is the basic structure in which the
individual traditionally learns his or her social role, receiving a human
heritage from his or her elders... Respect and care for the elderly are
key elements in this quest.

(The Council of Europe, Recommendation 1428 (1999): The future of
senior citizens: protection, participation and promotion, Para. 5).
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