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Standard Minimum Rules for the) o7 xn Yw D*PONRA 919705 HNDIINN VITIVDN .33

: 37 9951 yp (Treatment of Prisoners, 1955

Prisoners shall be allowed under necessary supervision to
communicate with their family and reputable friends at regular

intervals, both by correspondence and by receiving visits.
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Rule 126. Civilian internees and persons deprived of their liberty
in connection with a non-international armed conflict must be
allowed to receive visitors, especially near relatives, to the degree
practicable.

...In a resolution adopted in 1999, the UN General Assembly
demanded that Yugoslavia respect the requirement to allow detainees
to receive family visits in the context of the conflict in Kosovo
(UNGA Res.54/183). In the Greek case in 1969, the European Court
of Human Rights condemned the severe limitations on family visits to
detainees. In 1993, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
recommended that Peru allow relatives to visit prisoners belonging to

the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement.

(J.-M. Henckaerts & L. Doswald-Beck, Customary International
Humanitarian Law, pp. 448-449 (Volume I: Rules. 2005)).
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People who are sent to prison lose the right to free movement
but retain other rights as human beings. One of the most
important of these is the right to contact with their families. As
well as being a right for the prisoner, it is equally a right for the
family members who are not in prison. They retain the right of
contact with their father or mother, son or daughter, brother or sister
who has been sent to prison. Prison administrations have a

responsibility to ensure that these relationships can be maintained and



developed. Provision for all levels of communication with
immediate family members should be based on this principle. It
follows that the loss or restriction of family visits should not be
used as a punishment under any circumstances.

(A. Coyle, A Human Rights Approach to Prison
Management: Handbook for Prison Staff, International

Centre for Prison Studies, King's College London and the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office, 2002, p. 95).
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All persons deprived of their liberty shall be treated with humanity and

with respect for the inherent dignity of the human person.

CCPR-2,n3nxN DIV 5y 1NN G0N, DTRND MNDID DTYNN YT DY WN DT PYo

1912200 19INA,10.4.1992 annn ,General Comment No. 21

[R]espect for the dignity of such persons must be guaranteed under the
same conditions as for that of free persons. Persons deprived of their
liberty enjoy all the rights set forth in the Covenant, subject to the

restrictions that are unavoidable in a closed environment.

qwr ,Basic Principles for the Treatment of Prisoners-n Yv 5-1 1 £y n71)0n1 03 .39
yIP) ,(14.12.1990 TINNN 45/111 NVONN) OMIRND DY MIDION NPORN T DY INNIN
INNY QONNT DXYHN MDOWIN YN TAYN DTN NMDT D90 DINDT DI PON DAY NIVN
99 ¥2P) 1 Pyoa
All prisoners shall be treated with the respect due to their

inherent dignity and value as human beings.
: 5 PYD 9 b

Except for those limitations that are demonstrably necessitated
by the fact of incarceration, all prisoners shall retain the
human rights and fundamental freedoms set out in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and, where the State
concerned is a party, the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, and the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights and the Optional Protocol thereto, as
well as such other rights as are set out in other United Nations

covenants.
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