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ban secret places of detention ensuring that all persons deprived of
their liberty are held in officially recognised places of detention and
that their whereabouts are known;
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[The Commission on Human Rights] Reminds all States that
prolonged incommunicado detention or detention in secret places may
facilitate the perpetration of torture and other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment and can in itself constitute a form
of such treatment, and urges all States to respect the safeguards
concerning the liberty, security and the dignity of the person;
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The first commitment is that the person “deprived of liberty be held
in an officially recognized place of detention”. This provision requires
that such places must be official - whether they be police, military or
other premises -and in all cases clearly identifiable and recognized as
such. Under no circumstances, including states of war or public
emergency, can any State interests be invoked to justify or legitimize
secret centres or places of detention which, by definition, would
violate the Declaration, without exception.
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No one shall be held in secret detention.
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The whereabouts of the person deprived of liberty, including, in the
event of a transfer to another place of deprivation of liberty, the
destination and the authority responsible for the transfer;
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