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“He suffered from congenital bone disease which resulted in irregular bony outgrowths
which were most obvious around his knees. This congenital bone disease played no part
in his death but accounts for his short stature of 151 cm and his slight weight of 44.3 kg.

Death was the result of injuries and the pattern of injuries was unusual. The pattern of
injuries was equally remarkable for what was not present as it was for what was present.

Bruising to the body was almost entirely concentrated on both sides of the upper chest.
The only other area of bruising present was on the right ankle ...

There were no injuries to the neck, face or scalp and there was no fracture of the skull nor
of the facial bones. There was a haemorrhage within the skull overlying the brain at the
top of the head on the right side (right parietal sub-dural haematoma). A haemorrhage of
this type is produced as a result of sudden jarring movements of the head, as a
consequence of which shearing forces sever small blood vessels bridging the space
between the brain and the inner surface of the skull. Such a haemorrhage may be
produces as the result of an impact to the head or face but in the case of Mr Harizat there
was 1o injury to the head or face to account for it. Such a haemorrhage may also be
produced by violent shaking of the person and this is well described in young children
(“the shaken baby syndrome"). ... Microscopic examination of the brain and eyes,
conducted after the autopsy by Israeli pathologists, disclosed the presence of diffuse
axonal injury to the brain and retinal injury. This provides further evidence to support the
conclusion that the cause of death was violent shaking.

The bruises to the front of the upper chest are consistent with repeated blows, possibly in
association wiht shaking whilst gripping the clothing, or altematively forceful gripping.

The pattern of injuries to the upper chest and the presence of the sub-dural haemorrhage,
diffuse axonal injury, and retinal injury taken together indicates that the method of injury -



was violent shaking.
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