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Palestinians also continued to be prevented from fishing off the
Gaza Strip. The fishing industry is estimated to support 35,000
Palestinians.’
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Gaza may no longer be colonized, but it is still controlled by
Israel. Israel controls the borders of Gaza, its territorial sea and
its airspace. Its residents are denied free access to the West
Bank and neighbouring countries. Israel strictly controls the
traffic of goods into and out of the territory. In the weeks
following the withdrawal Israel subjected Gaza to intensive
bombardment and sonic booms and it has revived its practice
of targetted killings of militants. Over 650 Palestinian prisoners
from Gaza are still detained in Israeli jails. In these
circumstances, and in the light of the fact that Gaza is a
component of the Palestinian territory that remains largely
physically occupied by Israel, it is impossible to seriously
suggest that Israel has ceased to be an occupying power. Israel
therefore remains subject to the obligations of international
humanitarian law, including the obligation to promote the
welfare of the people of Gaza.’
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