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(1) Everyone has the right to respect for his private
and family life, his home and his correspondence.

(2) There shall be no interference by a public
authority with the exercise of this right except such
as is in accordance with the law and is necessary in
a democratic society in the interests of national
security, public safety or the economic well-being of
the country, for the prevention of disorder or crime,
for the protection of health or morals, or for the
protection of the rights and freedoms of others.

(Convention for Protection of Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms, 1950).
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The Court recalls that the essential object of article 8 is to
protect the individual against arbitrary action by the public
authorities...according to the principles set out by the
Court in its case-law, where the existence of a family tie
with a child has been established, the state must act in a
manner calculated to enable that tie to be developed, and
legal safeguards must be created that render possible, as
from the moment of birth, the child's integration in his
family... In this context, reference may be made to the
principle laid down in Article 7 of the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child of 20 November
1989 that a child has, as far as possible, the right to be
cared for by his or her parents. (Keegan v Ireland (App.
No. 16969/90), European Court of Human Rights (1994)
18 EHRR 342, [1994] ECHR 16969/90, para 50).
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